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was mainly reached through Hebrew conceptions.
For both Hebrew and Greek, goodness finds its
creative expression in the conduct of men to each
other; they came to see that, in serving each other,
men serve God and become like him. The Greeks
were the first to realise clearly that this could only be
done in so far as men were organised for mutual
service, on the principle of the infinite duty of each
to all. They showed in fact that a state so organised
on the scale of a city could raise the life of its citizens
to a plane higher than men had reached before. In
modern times we have shown that the principle need
not be limited to a city but can be made to apply to
nations as a whole. We have seen that this can be
done where a people have developed a certain degree
of loyalty one to another. We have also seen how a
commonwealth by exercising that sense of mutual
loyalty tends to develop it, and so strengthen the
working of the commonwealth.
All this has not prevented the nations of the world
from falling into disastrous conflict one with another.
The suffering which nations have inflicted on each
other has gravely deranged the whole order of human
society. It has made more difficult the working of
commonwealths, has led men to doubt their value
as institutions, and to great confusion of thought.
Men have fallen into thinking and acting as though
material things were the end and object of life. The
explicit doctrine that matter, not spirit, is the ultimate
reality has obtained such vogue that one of the greatest
nations has now organised its life on this basis, and is
calling on others to follow its lead.
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